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depend in no small degree on the prolongation
of his life.

What, in fact, were the main features of the
system under which Egypt had been governed
during the decade previous to Tewfik Pasha's
death ? Its corner-stone was that there should
be a fairly good understanding between the
Khedive and a few of the highest Egyptian
officials on the one hand, and the British Consul-
General and a few of the highest British officials
on the other hand. For ten years this good
understanding existed. Friction occasionally
occurred, but it was always possible to smooth
matters over and to arrive at some satisfactory
compromise of existing difficulties. But this
system, although it worked fairly well in practice,
was manifestly very artificial. Its power to resist
any rude shock was, to say the least, doubtful.
Indeed, the only matter for surprise was that it
had lasted so long.

Was it conceivable that an inexperienced
youth of eighteen, fresh from the scholastically
sound but rather narrow training of an Austrian
college, would possess the intelligence, patience,
judgment, and self-restraint necessary to con-
form himself to the .exigencies of & system of this
sort ? It was obviously highly improbable that
he would be endowed with those qualities in any
degree. Moreover, even before * the